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ment of the Royal School of Art Needlework
at S. Kensington in England in 1872, and the
constant encouragement extended in high
quarters to the reinstating of needlework as
a fine art, have resulted in remarkable im-
provement of design and treatment. A de-
scription of raised embroidery in white cotton,
applied to linen articles, is very effective, and
is known by the name of Mountmellick work.

Russian cross-stitch, worked in colored
threads on soft canvas fabrics, or applied to
linen by means of working over stiff canvas
attached to the linen, and withdrawing the
canvas threads after the design is worked, is
executed in elaborate designs. Church em-
broidery shows much painstaking and very
beautiful work, different in treatment from
any other style of artistic needlework. Of re-
cent years needlepoint embroidery done in
wool on canvas has again become very pop-
ular.

Negapatam, munic. tn. and chief port,
Tanjore dist., Madras, India; one of the ear-
liest settlements of the Portuguese on the e.
coast. It was taken by the Dutch in 1660, and
by the British in 1781. Oil is extracted, and
here are the workshops of the Great Southern
Railway; p.57>*9c-

Negligence. Negligence, in law, is the
omission to do something which a reasonable
man would do, or doing something which a
prudent and reasonable man would not do.
The person who complains must prove neg-
ligence on the part of the defendant, and that
he has suffered harm as the reasonable and
probable consequence of that negligence. But
even if the defendant has been guilty of negli-
gence, if he can prove that the harm sustained
by the plaintiff could have been avoided had
the plaintiff himself exercised reasonable care,
then the defendant will not be held liable. This
is the doctrine of 'contributory negligence.'
In some states the plaintiff must prove that
he was free from negligence as a part of his
cause of action. A man is liable not only for
his own acts, but also for the acts of others
employed by him so long as they do not go
beyond the scope of their authority. (See also
EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY.) If a man undertakes
by contract, express or implied, to perform
some service that requires special skill or
knowledge, he will be liable for negligence if
tie fails to exercise adequate skill or knowledge.
The neglect of duties imposed by law upon
various persons for the preservation or pro-
tection* of life involves criminal responsibility
in the event of some one being injured or
killed. Negligence is, generally speaking, a

question of fact for the jury acting under in-
structions from the court as to the law applic-
able to the facts in issue.

Negotiable Instruments. In its broadest
sense this term includes all instruments in
writing which are obligations to pay a certain
sum of money at a fixed or determinable time,
or which represent property, and which may
be transferred from one person to another by
endorsement and delivery, or by delivery
alone, so as to vest in the transferee all the
rights thereunder that the transferer had at
time of delivery. However, in law, the term is
now technically applied exclusively to instru-
ments which, calling for the payment of mon-
ey, if transferred before maturity vest in an
innocent transferee the absolute right to de-
mand payment for the whole amount named
therein, with interest, if any, irrespective of
any defences which may have existed as
against his transferrer. The idea of negotia-
bility carries with it this safety in accepting
obligations which on their face purport to be
valid. Bills of exchange, promissory notes,
and checks are strictly negotiable in all juris-
dictions, and in some states certificates of de-
posit, coupon bonds, and other obligations
for the absolute payment of money have been
held negotiable. The New York Negotiable
Instruments Act provides: An instrument to
be negotiable must conform to the following
requirements: It must be in writing and signed
by the maker or drawer. It must contain an
unconditional promise to pay a sum certain in
money. It must be payable upon demand, or
at a fixed or determinable future time. It must
be payable to order or to bearer, and where
the instrument is addressed to a drawee, he
must be named or otherwise indicated therein
with reasonable certainty. It may be written
with lead-pencil. The law merchant governs
where the act contains no provisions on a
point.

Negri Sembilan, British protectorate of
federated Malay states, n. of Malacca, in the
Malay Peninsula. Rice, tapioca, india-rubber,
cocoanuts, fruits, and spices are cultivated.
Liberian coffee is grown. Tin-mining is im-
portant; gold and other minerals are also
found. The chief town is Seramban. The in-
habitants are Sumatran Malays. Area 2,580
sq.m.; p. 290,369.

Negrito, or Negrillo, a term applied by
the early writers to the undersized black abo-
rigines of the Philippine archipelago, and grad-
ually extended to the similar groups in other
parts of Oceania and also in central and
Southern Africa.